
English IV AP Summer Reading 

Assignment 2016 
 

Welcome to English IV AP! We are looking forward to exploring some interesting reads along 

with you next year.  One of the things which will benefit you on next year’s AP exam is having a 

wide range of reading in your background along with an understanding of the common symbols 

and patterns that authors use to create meaning in their works.  In order to prepare you for the 

types of writing, discussion and analysis which we will have next year, please complete the 

following project before returning to school next year.  The project described below will count as 

a major grade and WILL BE DUE the first week of school. In addition, students will complete a 

comprehension test and an in-class timed writing task during the first week of school, based on 

your summer reading. (Student annotations of the novel will help on the writing portion). 

Students are required to bring all texts and summer reading journal to class on the first day. 

There will be no extensions. 

 

I cannot stress enough the importance of not waiting until the last minute. PLEASE DO NOT 

WAIT UNTIL AUGUST TO COMPLETE THIS ASSIGNMENT! 

 

        Have a great summer! 

        

 

The Assignment:  

 
STEP 1: You are to obtain a copy of How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas C. 

Foster. You can purchase it online or through a bookstore, such as Barnes & Noble or Amazon.  

 

STEP 2: You will need to read and annotate (marking significant passages using sticky notes, 

highlighters, etc. and writing abundant marginal notes) this book. The better your notes are, the 

easier it will be to review the focus of each chapter when using it during the school year. 

 

STEP 3: Next, obtain a copy of Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison.  

 

STEP 4: Read and annotate the novel for the themes as well as the symbols and devices you 

learned about in How to Read Literature Like a Professor.  

 

STEP 5: Complete Summer Reading Journal for Invisible Man using the instructions on the back 

of this page.  

 

 

 

Summer Reading Journal Directions: 
 

 A. Materials 



 brad folder 

 3 dividers 

 

 B. Process 

 

 1. First Divider—Label—Interesting/Valuable Quotes 

 

Find at least 5 (five) significant quotes (no more than 1 in any chapter). Quotes can be phrases, 

clauses, sentences, or passages that you feel represent some universal or important statement               

that the novel makes in relation to theme or character. Include page numbers for all quotes and 

explain WHY you find the quotes interesting or valuable (give extended commentary analysis of 

at least 1 developed paragraph in length for each quote and not a few hastily written sentences).  

 

Note: select quotes from throughout the novel, not just in the first few chapters of the novel. I 

will look to see that quotes are from the beginning, middle, and final chapters of the novel. 

 

 2. Second Divider—Label—Author Research 

 

Provide a brief research write-up on the author and his attitudes/concerns in regard to society 

and/or politics. The one page write-up must follow MLA format, and you must cite at least 2 

sources (internet/books/periodicals preferred). Include a proper Works Cited page that includes 

all of your sources used, again, in MLA format. SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, and Wikipedia are 

not to be used as sources. 

 

 3. Third Divider—Label—Significant Language Devices in the Novel 

 

 Find examples of at least 5 different & significant language devices (use the Stylistic Elements 

list and/or How to Read Literature like a Professor) that add to the meaning of particular 

passages throughout the novel (no more than 2 in a given chapter, and no more than 1 in a 

selected passage). 

 

(A) Write out the quote/textual evidence and provide MLA parenthetical citation with the 

 textual quote you select; 

 

(B) name the literary element you are discussing; 

 

(C) provide at least 4-5 sentences of apt commentary that analyzes and explains the 

effect/impact of that device in the passage—discuss the idea thoroughly. As you read, mark 

different devices/passages that you might use, either by underlining or highlighting, and 

annotate them in the margins (write down narrator’s emotions, your analysis, interpretation, lit 

devices used, etc.). You will find yourself remembering more of the novel by reading what you 

have marked, and you will find that you have many good ideas from which to choose when 

completing your journal. 

Stylistic Elements: 
 

1. tone/attitude/mood—the attitude of the author toward his/her subject or audience; the emotion 



evoked in the reader by the text.  

 

2. diction—the author’s choice of words that impact meaning; e.g., formal vs. informal, ornate 

vs. plain/matter of fact, simple vs. complex, etc. With diction, discuss the connotation of the 

words and how each word adds to meaning. 

 

3. figurative language/figures of speech—language that describes one thing in terms of 

something else (e.g. metaphor, simile, personification, symbolism, metonymy, synecdoche, etc.). 

 

4. detail—concrete elements of the text relating to such matters as setting, plot, character. Items 

would be details that contribute significantly to such elements as revealing character, 

establishing tone, and communicating meaning. 

 

5. imagery—language that creates a mental picture of some sensory experience. 

 

6. point of view—the vantage point from which a story or poem is told 

 

7. organization—how an author groups and orders his/her ideas. 

 

8. irony—a discrepancy between what is said and what is meant (verbal), between what a 

character thinks and what we as an audience know (dramatic), or between what a character and 

we as an audience expect and what actually happens (situational). 

 

9. syntax/sentence structure/phrasing—the way a writer orders his/her words; patterns in 

grammar (including the use of repetition of words, images, phrases, and the use of parallel 

structure), ideas, punctuation, etc. 

 

10. motif—a recurrent allusion, image, symbol, or theme. 

 

11. symbol—a person, place, thing, or event that stands for itself, but has a broader meaning as 

well; that is, something that has both a literal and a figurative meaning. 

 

12. allusion—a reference to a past historical person, place, event, or literary work used for the 

purpose of both comparing and enhancing the idea discussed. 

 

13. theme—a life insight, issue, or lesson. 

 

I acknowledge that my son or daughter has a summer reading assignment to complete before 

entering Pre-AP, AP, or Dual Credit English next year.  It is understood that the project will be 

due the first week of school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please return this signature page to your teacher during the first week of school. 

Student’s name printed: 

____________________________________________________________ 

Grade level for 2016- 2017: 

__________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature: 

__________________________________________________________ 
 


